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CHINESE PEOPLE'S UNIVERSITY » A NEW-TYPE UNIVERSITY

The following article desecribes the €hinese People's University
(Chung~kuo Jen-min Ta-hsueh ¢ B A &, A 2. )located in Peiping.
The article was originally carried in the Jen-min Chiao-yu (People's
Education) of 17 December 1950,

The Chinese People's University is the first nev-type university
in Chirs established to train reconstruction cadres for the New China,
using Soviet experience in this field. Soviet Professors are employed
and students are vecruited from all parts of China. The educational aim
of this institution is to link theory with practice, to emphasize quality
and efficiency in work, and to elevate the sclentific attaimments of the
cadres. For this reason, there is maintained a vital connection with
govemment fgencles. Attached to thig article is the Tatle of Organiza-

ion of the university.,
' Be Bt Zkouet (MARE )

e

The Chinese People's University is the first new-type university in the '
People's Republic of China. It was established in accordance - with the de- ..
clsion ‘of the Goverzment Administration--Council “of the Central- -Peopleé's
Government, With the task of training persomnel for New China's various reconstruc-
tion programs, it has borrowed advanced Soviet experience and invited Soviet pro-
fesgors. JAZter a long period of preparation, the university was formelly opened on
1 September 1950 /In Peiping/.

The university curriculum includes eight departmerts: Economic Planning,
Fipance and Credit » Trade, Cooperatives, Industrial Manegement, Law, Foreign
Service, and Russian Languege, The Forelgn Service and Law Department cur.-
riculums require % years, the Russian-Language Department 2 years » and the others

3 years.
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The Department of Special Studies includes the following 11 accelerated
co'rses: economic planning, finance and credit, domestic trade, foreign trade,
cooperatives, industrial management, statistics, law, foreign service, history
and geography, and education. All courses require 8 months to complete.

The umiversity &lso has worker-peasant cultural supplementary study courses
of one or 2 years durstion thet inelude cultural and scientific aubjects, Cred-
uates of these courses may be aduitted to the regular departments of the univer-
sity.

All subjects in the regular depariments and in the Department of Special
Studies are designed to meet the need for national reconrtruction in the interest
of the people, This distinguishes the university from the universities that
existed previously.

Among the studente, the largest group is composed of cadres and industrial
workers, The students now number 1,519 in the regular departments, 1,136 in the
Department of Special Studies, and 273 in the cultural supplementary study courses
-- & total of 2,930, Of the total, 72 percent are cadres and workers endowed with
high political character but only fair cultural background. Thus at the beginning
of their study, they found things rather difficult. Twenty-eight percent of the
students are young intellectusls; since they have all undergone ideological reform,
their study progress has been veryrapid'. Since the students are chiefly rev-
olutionary cadre workers and young intellectuals with very high political con-
sciousness, they are willing to accept scientific truth and revolutionary construc-

tion. experience,

An examination of the students' records in November 1950, after 3 wmonths of
study, revealed thet the instruction plan has progressed as scheduled in the
verious departments; 92.73 percent of the students in the rsguiar departments
passed their courses satisfactorily while only 7.27 percent failed. More than
80 percent of the students in Pive courses and over 90 percent of students in
8ix cowrses in the Department of Special Studies completed their studies satis-
factorily. This indicates that a mejority of the students, whether worker-peas-
ant cadres, industrial workers, or young intellectuals can keep up their studies.
Y'he university vplane to give additional instruction and improve the study tech-
niques of the few students who have failed or who have difficulty in studying.

Based on the Soviet Unlon's advanced experience in higher education and the
immediate reconstruction needs in our country. the university has drawn up scademic
programs for its students in the eight regular departments and 11 courses in the
Department of Special Studies (in addition to & study program for research students).
A student in any one of the regular departments, with the exception of the Russian-
Language Department, must take 20 to 30 subjects, of which 20 to 25 percent are to
be in political theory, 50 to 55 percent in occupational trairing, and 20 percent
in cultural fields.

Most students in the accelerated courses of the Department of Speciel Studies
must take 12 to 15 subjects, or 7 to 9 subjects each semester. Of the required
s.bjects, 26 percent are to be in history and geography, education, and political
theory and Th percent in occupational training subjects. In the other accelerated
courses the ztudents must devoie 37 percent of their time to subjects on political
theory and 63 percent to subjects on occupational training.

This educationsl policy is generally based on the spirit of Marxism-Leninism
and on the close unity of various types of specialized science. At the beginning
of the academic program, the study of political theory will be ntressed to enable
the students to understand the fundamentals of Marxism-Leninism. Occupational
training subjects will then te taken up and increased gradually in proportion to
the political theory subjects. The courses are aimed &t training students to be
expérts in Marxisu-Letinism &8 well as 4o hecome specialists in their chosen pro-.
fessions.,
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The educatZonal policy in this inmstitution is tased on the unity of theory
with practice. Emphasis wiil be placed on the lectures in scientific theory. on
the one hand, to lead the students tc resd and study Marxisi-Leninist wri*‘ngs
and other scientific theory; on the other hand, students will be ieu to arrive
at a better understanding of theory by means of laboratory work, seminars, and
observation tours. I- this way, dogmatism and extreme empiricism can be over-
come. To achieve & cluse link between theory and practice, variocus organs of
the Central Pecple's Govermment, especislly the economic and financial affairs
organs, are cooperating with the university by making their facilities available

to the students.

Such & school system, with it: organized, systematic, and well-planned teach-
ing method must be subject to systeme cf rigid inspecticn and exeminstion. The
inspection system shali coneist of the following: (1) inspection by inspectors
and clerks of the reglstrar's cffice; {2) examination by each department of the
written statements sutmitted by students; and (3) checking by the teaching and
research committee of teachers' lectures, studentsi recorde, and examinations.

Examinations shall be of +wo types: ‘or cultural sublects. oral and written;
and for gemeral subject2, oral oaly. Orsl exsminstion has two sdventages: i1t
assures accuracy, snl it providee s comprehersive understanding of the actual prog-
ress of individusl students. Examinations are held orly i msjor subjects and in
not more than five fudbject? per semester wo svold outiing toomuch burden on stu-
dents and to avoid developmeni. of e tendency toward superficial evaluation. Under

the present arranger_nt, teach =
the graiuing L2 g%am o To whglgx:s are responsible not only for lecturing but for

To trailn teaching cadres and to raise their scientific level, ani tc train
specialists up to par with the modern scientific standard, the wniversity con-
siders it essentiml to establish scientific research projects. In fact, the
necessity for this has been recognized ever since the unlversity opened. In
celebration ¢f the first anniversary cf ihe founding of the People's Republic
of China, the first scientific discussion meeting was held in Peiping 18 - 20
October 1950. Of the 82k participants, 168 were professcrs from universities,
and representatives from scientific circles and the goverment in Peiping.
Thirty-one reports, including report2 on the guiding principles for rebuilding
China and revorss on language problems, were heard and discusged &t the meet-
ing. Undoubtediy,teachere, research siudents, and wiministrative wnrkerz of the
university were much impreseed by *hir meeting and realized the futwre course of
scientific development more correctly. The meeting in effect laid the founda-
tion for future scientific research. The university is now working on its re-
search plans for 1951. It plans to enroll more research students during “he
year and develop its scientific research facilities into a modern laboratory
for handling the government's research projects.

Forty-one teaching snd research committees have been establ .shed to expedite
teaching and scientific research. The functions of these commitiees are as
follows: teaching, scilentific research, increasing teachers: understanding of
Marxism-Leninism, and sponmoring and guiding research students. The s+udents,
under the guidance of their respective coumittees, dc their own reseerch by
attending lecturss and geminars, by writing repcrts anc theses, and by teaching.
They have made very good progress after 3 months of study, and have developed
greater confidence and faith from reading the criginal works of Marx and Lenin.
For instance, by resding Das Kapital *hey have overcome various difficultles
and have become more enthusisstic about thelir work.

To relieve the teacher shorage, the university plans to train & number
of good students each year to become teachers. In the first semester at the
university sbout 100 teachers from Feiping, the Northeast, Central-South China,
ana East China, were assigzn.d by the Ministry of Education to do research.
Except for some special cases, these research students have becnme used to
studying and are making good progress.
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To achieve efficient execution of the educational programs nnd the smooth
functioning of the educational system as & whole, responsibilities are divided
among the various organizations: Each teaching or administrative department has
& definite number of workers and @efinite work assigiments. The whole system is
organized very efficiently, work is properly divided » and leadership ¢ central-
1zed. Each department or division has 1ts working rules. (See appended table
of organization.)

In addition to giving certain administrative powers to each division or de-
- partment, the uniwv.~sity has established democratic consultative orgens, namely,
the university and department committees at the uniiversity level and within each
department. The university president is chairman of the university committee,
and the department heads serve as chairmen of their particular department committees.
Responsibl: execntives of the various organizations, including teachers, Soviet
specialists, parvy commissars of the Central Committee of the Chinese GCommunist
Party at the university, and representatives of Deople's crganizations end govern-
ment enterprises perticipete in the actlvities of both committees. These com-
nittees examine teaching and research reports and make recommendations based on
them. The committees hold meetings once a month at which time recommendations
&re made; .ecommendations become effective upon approval by the president. This
democratic system has functioned successfully ever since the university was estab-
lished. Teachers and reseerch students have shown great enthusissm for it and
have demonstrated creative genius,

Regarding the leadership, various regular ‘departments, accelerated courses
of the Department of Special S+udies, and tedching and research commlttees
follow the mass-line approach. They have discovered many effective methods for
carrying instruction to student body, principelly, because they are willing to
accept suggestions from the students.

Party organizations, trade unions, Youth Corps, and student unions within
the university are very cooperative in helping to facilitate teaching and ad-
ministration at the university, This is one of the ways in which this new-type
university differ” from the universities that existed under the cld regime.

In fact, party organizations st various levels consider it their responsibility
to help improve education, with specific emphasis on political ideologies and
sclentific theories. Thus, under the spoascrship of perty crganizations, a
night school has been set up in the university for the study of Marxism-Leninism.
- In addition to cadres of the teaching and research committees all eadres
majoring in education and administration participate in the night school. Cne
to 2 years are required to complete the night school course.

Courses in the night schocl include the fundamentals of Marxism-Leninism,
political economy, the History of the Chinese Revolution, philosophy, Chinese
economic policles, etc. Generally speaking, most cadres have begun to arrive
at a systematic understanding of the fundemental theories, and consequently,
they are becoming very confident of their future success in study. Further-
more, the night school has made some contribution toward the training of teachers,

The major school activities of the trade unions are designated to coordinate
with teaching activities. The trade unions have introduced studies of current
affairs, sponsored various contests and established labor discipline and an
award system. The Youth Corpe and various student unions have endeavored to
guarantee the satisfactory completior of study and to promote extra-curricular
cultural and social activities, Consequently, the whole teaching progrem of
the university is being satisfactc.ily carried out on schedule.

The students are all of high quality and are constantly displaying an en-
thusiasm for learning. They have maintained gond discipline by their own conscZous
efforts. Students who did not conform to proper standards of discipline were
corrected in good time with the assistance and under the supervision of their
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fellow students, Most of the teachers and employees were brought up through the
long and trying period of revolution. Although they lacked systematic training
in politicel theory end lacked the sbility to lead others, they have been able

to improve themselves quickly and to lead the youth forward because of thelr pure
political quality, and their resolutaness in learning, and also owing -to the’
scisnlific mssistance given by Soviet professors and by various other sources.
Everyone in the university believes that the educational program of the university
as.& whole will be completed on schedule, and everyome is determined to accept

his responsibility to participate. .

All these activities are only the beginning of the building up of the
Chinese People's University. There are, however, many difficulties and short-
comings, largely attributable to our lack of experience in leadership. Many
activities need improvement; and many more new activities are needed. A great
nurber of teachers are still too young; they often fail to comprehend the various
aspects of scientific theory and practice, since the cultural and political
1declogical level of the students are nct uniform. Translation of. foreign
language textbooks £81ls to meet the actusl needs for classroom tedching. These
are the major difficulties which confront the Chinese People's University at

present.

The following chart shows the table of organizaticn of the Chinese People's
University.
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TABLE OF ORGANIZATION OF THE CHINESE PEOFLE'S UNIVERSITY

Unlversity Commlttes Y Committee ' .~

Personnel Division
Cadre Appointments
Cadre Files
Student Files
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Dept_of Foreign Service

Teaching and Research Committee
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World History

Foreigu Relations and History
of China's Foreign Policy

Rights of Ambassadors and

Foreign Lsnéuages

Dept of Russian Lapgusg_'e_l
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Dept of Law N DeEt of Trade Dept of Cooperatives
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Thenry of State and Its Course; Courses
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Sovereignty

Trade Organization
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Foreign Trade

Cooperative Marketing
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